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In 2015, the Schools Fund Board began a strategic campaign 
to support and enrich math and science instruction in middle 

schools. New curricula in math and science called for hands-on 
learning experiences for students, and the Schools Fund saw an 
opportunity to fill the need. This year’s Spring Luncheon cele-
brates two of those projects and the individuals leading them.

BE a SCIEntISt

In the 2014-15 school year, “Be A Scientist” began 
as a 3-year pilot project in Berkeley middle schools. 
Be A Scientist was developed by Mary Wilder-
muth, Associate Professor in the Department of 
Plant and Microbial Biology at UC Berkeley. Mary 
wanted to bring UC research scientists into 7th 
grade classrooms for hands-on science education 
and mentorship. Community Resources for Sci-
ence coordinates the program, which has brought 
more than 300 UC scientists into Berkeley’s middle schools over the past 
3 years.  Be A Scientist has served as a vehicle for early implementation 
of the Next Generation Science Standards and is a model for collabora-
tion between Berkeley public schools and UC Berkeley. The Berkeley Pub-
lic Schools Fund paid for the development of the Be A Scientist program 
and is funding the 3-year pilot with support from Bayer and UC Chancel-
lor’s Community Partnership Fund grants. Starting next year, BUSD will 
add their support, ensuring that Berkeley’s 7th graders are inspired to  
“Be A Scientist” for years to come. 

In the fall of 2017, Longfellow Middle School will become a “Science 
Hub” for Berkeley schools. When the Schools Fund learned in 2015 that 
the former cafeteria space at Longfellow would soon be available, we 
talked to school leaders about re-purposing it as a Maker Space.  Then 
in 2016, Longfellow was chosen by Maker Ed, a national non-profit that 
promotes making and learning experiences with underserved youth, to 
receive program support for a new Maker Space. 

“Maker education dovetails with our school 
wide focus because it adds a real-world connec-
tion to students’ learning, lays a groundwork 
for learning career skills, integrates technology 
in a way that matters to students, and teaches 
self-determination through planning and carry-
ing out independent engineering projects. We 

know that many of our students from disadvantaged backgrounds 
are not successful at Longfellow because they do not experience a 
connection between their academic learning and real life. Creating 
projects that integrate engineering challenges, tinkering, making, and 
technology with students’ math, science and language arts learning, 
will give those subjects relevance.”
- Matt Hinckley, Science Teacher at Longfellow Middle School

This semester, Maker Ed is facilitating the early phases of the project 
and will provide ongoing curriculum and teacher professional develop-
ment. BUSD’s Career Technical Education Department will also be con-
necting programming and resources to the Science Hub at Longfellow. 
Also this year, Cal State East Bay’s Institute for STEM Education, with 
financial support from Wareham Development, decided to co-locate a 
“Circle Lab,” offering more traditional science programming to build on 
the “hands-on” learning at the Maker Space.  With the Schools Fund’s 
support, the Science Hub will launch next year and expand to be “com-
munity facing,” serving not only Longfellow but teachers and schools 
district wide.

DIStrICt SCIEnCE HuB at LOngfELLOw


